The Rio Grande Zoologieal Park
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How do you judge a zoo? By the total number
of animals in the collection or the total number of
species represented? Or is a zoo judged by its environmental and architectural quality? The answer is,
of course, dependent upon your point of view. In
any scale or evaluation the Rio Grande Zoological
Park receives moderate to good marks for its existing
complex and high to superior in its potential. From
the standpoint of completeness of the animal collection, the zoo gets a good rating, due to the outstanding species of hoofstock. The sable and roan
antelopes are outstanding collections in terms of
American zoos, and the Elburz Red Sheep is unique
in the zoos of the world. Further, the zoo rates very
high in the estimation of the citizens of Albuquerque
and throughout New Mexico.
Dr. Bruce Stringer, Director of the Rio Grande
Zoo feels that the zoo is in a continual state of
transition and places a great emphasis on a creative breeding program to enlarge and enhance the
number of species shown at the zoo. "Within two
years the zoo will be a major source for such exotic
species as the kudu and the gemsbok. Sales and
trades of animals will become a major factor in our
~
development."
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The tragic fire which resulted in the loss of a
part of the children's zoo area, including its red bam,
on July 31 has resulted in a strong positive reaction
throughout New Mexico's construction industry. With
a massive donation of services, labor and materials
a ground breaking ceremony for a new bam occurred
on October 28.
The real excitement of this project, however,
has been in the sense of community involvement. The
Albuquerque Journal has led a campaign for reconstruction of the bam and related facilities. Th e Albuquerque Chapter of the American Institute of
Architects along with a host of other professional organizations, volunteered servic es for its design and
construction.
The original bam had been constructed in 1961
from city funds and a $3000 contribution by the
Junior League of Albuquerque. It housed small and
sick animals and provided shelter for the zoo's turtles
and tortoises. The fire killed about 27 small animals,
including birds, squirrels and monkeys.
The new bam will house seven open stall exhibits for touch contact with the animals and five
glass enclosed exhibit cages for more exotic species.
A keepers area will allow for food preparation and
storage. A circular stair brings the public to an upper
floor containing a meeting room and office space.
The overall size of the building is 40' x 60' and the
construction is primarily of heavy timber and exposed wood.
Preliminary design was through Pacheco and Graham, Architects, and Jerry Torr Associates prepared
the working drawings.
Monies and donations have arrived from civic
groups, school children, piggy banks. This effort has
brought a realization of the true value of our Rio
Grande Zoo.
Professional organizations
services include:

offering

volunteer

American Institute of Architects
Associated General Contractors
New Mexico Consulting Engineers Council
Mechanical Contractors Association
National Electrical Contractors Association
Albuquerque Chapter of the Painting and
Decorating Contractors of America
New Mexico Building and Construction
Trades Council AFL-CIO
Masonry Contractors Association of New Mexico
The response from individual contractors and material suppliers has been excellent, with donations
too numerous to mention here. 11Otcever, additional
donations or cash contributions are needed.
12

NMA November- December 1973

Judging the zoo in terms of recreation, it is a fun
place to visit. Th e environment is detached and different. Th e zoo, sitting inside the Rio Grande Bosqu e,
provides a welcome contrast to the high desert eco logy for the cross country visitor-and the anima ls
communica te! Th e recreati on needs here are for more
projects dealin g with hum an well-being , such as more
landscaped areas ( and personn el to maintain them )
less chain link fenc es and better graphics ( these
are on the way , thanks to th e Tri-Delta Sorority at
UNM) .
Th e visitor to the zoo must find a natural and
communicative environment wh en he views the exhibits. Architectural surprise is important here as well,
and the zoo pro vides this element in some features,
such as the inside of th e great ap e house and the
tiger moat.
Anoth er function of th e zoo is educa tion. Th e
Rio Grande Zoo has been fulfillin g an educationa l
mission, but th e tru e jud gment of this effort must

be made in terms of its future potential. A zoo is
a plac e of knowledge, both in terms of the pr eservation of exotic creature s from far aw ay lands . and th e
opportunity to learn from simple animal behaviour
and life styles. Th e zoo architect cannot help but be
impressed by working with animal "clients" whos e
disciplines of sleeping, security, food and breeding
are so different than his own homo sapi en ways.
Th e zoo can also fun ction as a research facility .
Th e construction of a proposed hospi tal and veterinary clinic at th e zoo will greatly enhance this potential. Also possible here is future cooperation between such laboratories as Los Alamos and Lovelace Clin ic.
One of th e principal jud gments of a zoo is its
contribution toward conservation. Through an agreement with th e New Mexico State Game and Fish
Department, th e Hio Grande Zoo has pioneered in
the reestablishm ent of enda ngered species into habitats matchin g their nati ve environments. Th e zoo
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is also a repository and breeding ar ea for many such
exotic creatures as the orangutan and the polar bear.
Sometime in the near future animals may only be
found in zoos and animal parks. Th e act of conservation is directly linked to architecture and the need
for anim al oriented faci lities. Fo r example, in the old
bear cages at the Rio Grande Zoo the moth er grizzly
would kill her newborn each yea r, du e to the lack
of pri vacy in the inad equ ate pens.
A functioning and exciting zoo is the common
goal. A zoo that provides for beauty, environment,
entertainment, research, education and conservation
is possible in Albuquerque. Imm ediate projects include an aviary , a gibbon flight cage (s ubstituted
for a monkey island ) and a white rhinoceros enclosure. Th e future is full of proj ects and dreams including an outside moat for the gorillas and the orangutans, the completion of the feline exhibits, some
wat er oriented exhibits, the elimination of the chain
link through moat enclosures, and the expansion and
enrichment of the hoofed animals ar eas. Th e zoo
will grow with involvement in its programs and its
community service to be a good place to be-both
from the hum an an d animal points of view.
C. G.

these brightl y painted signs are used to keep away
bad luck, and to encourage good luck and a number
of speci fic positive elemen ts. Th e stylized flowers,
birds, stars, rosettes are not intend ed to be fait hful
portrayals of their ea rth ly counterpa rts. Rather, they
are stylized visualizations of symbols; many are Biblical derivatio ns produ ced by a deeply religious
people - including the flowers th at grow in Paradise.
At the center of this sign is the Bam Sign, used
to protect the bam from lightning and fire, and the
livestock from harm or disease. Th e surrounding sta r
motif is the Lu cky Star sign, designed to brin g good
fortu ne to the building and its inh abitants. Th e out er
band is the Rain, Sun, an d Fe rtili ty sign. Th e rain
and sun bring crop abundance, and fertility for life.
Th e outer border of scallops encourages smooth sailing throughout life. Th e entire hex sign is an original, now being execute d for the zoo bam at Silver
Hill Arabi ans, Tijeras, New Mexico.
Th ese colorful signs are most obviou s in their
use as bam decoration s, and man y may be seen on
the unique forebay barn s found in southeas tern Penn sylvania. Tradition ally th ey also decorat e family
bibl es, birt h and marriage certificates, illuminated
manuscripts, linens, iron stove plates, trivets, tinware,
pott ery, tombstones, and woode n chests. And of
course in this day of commercia lization, they are
seen on every imag inable sort of touri st item. Th e
power of the hex sign has not diminished , how ever.
Professional hex sign painters in th e ar ea are flour ishin g, and their customers report that the signs ar e
still being used with grea t success.
C. B.

A Hex Sign For Tile New Harn
Cr ig Bogord
Hex signs are an American folk art with its
origin s in the Pennsylvania Dutch country in southeastern Pennsylvania. Th e early immigrants to this
area came mostly from Germany rath er than the
Net herlan ds; it is thou ght that "Dutch" is a corru ption of "De utsc h". Fleeing from religio us persecution
as had the earlier Pilgrims, they soug ht a land where
they could worship as they pleased. Today this area
of Penn sylvan ia is a prosperous, rolling farming area ,
culturally enric hed by th e descend ant s of the members of all the sects who sett led there.
"Hex" does not refer to an evil spell. Instead ,
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Th e need for further donations or cash contributions still exists. Th e constru ction program is now
und erway and any contribution above $5.00 will entitle the donor to a membership in th e Zoological
Society.

The New Mexico Zoolog ical Society
c/o Rio Grande Zoo-903 10 Street SW
Albuquerq ue, New Mexico 87102
Drawings:
Animal sketches by Kent Blair
Rendering on page 13 by Mike Smith
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